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AB The invention provides protein and DNA sequences of a novel 
Chlamydia pneumoniae antigen. The present invention 
further relates to the uses of the antigens of this invention in 
treatment, prevention and diagnosis of infection due to 
Chlamydia pneumoniae and in particular to the 

prevention and treatment of atherosclerosis, including coronary 
atherosclerosis, caused by same. 
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AIM — To improve the diagnosis of culture negative endocarditis by 
diagnosing cases due to streptococci and enterococci. METHODS — Serum 
samples were immunoblotted against extracts of the commonest 
streptococci and enterococci. They were selected from patients with a 
cardiac murmur, persistent pyrexia and at least three negative blood 
cultures. The presence of patterns of endocarditis species specific 
antigenic bands was measured and correlated with clinical outcome. 
RESULTS — Negative serology was found in 28 patients where the 
diagnosis of endocarditis was rejected or, if proved, staphylococcal, 
yeast, Gram negative, systemic lupus erythematosus, due to Q fever or 
Chlamydia psittaci or nonbacterial thrombotic. Positive 
serology was found in 27 of the 34 patients where the response to 
antibiotics suggested streptococcal or enterococcal infection. In 22 
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of these there was objective evidence of endocarditis. Positive 
serology was also found in three of four further patients with 
vegetations at necropsy. CONCLUSION — The identification of patterns 
of antibody response on immunoblotting can be used to make a 
specific diagnosis of streptococcal or enterococcal endocarditis in 
the absence of positive blood cultures. 
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AB First pass urine (FPU) samples were compared with urethral swab 

culture from 304 males attending a genitourinary medicine clinic using 
an enzyme immuno assay (EIA) . All of the EIA positive samples were 
retested by incorporating a novel blocking reagent into the EIA 
protocol; 101 were positive by culture of which 83 were also positive 
by FPU EIA, an additional four were detected in FPU only and not by 
culture; 86 of these 87 were also confirmed positive by the blocking 
reagent. Discrepant results were evaluated by Syva MicroTrak. The 
sensitivity and specificity of FPU EIA as compared with urethral swab 
culture was 82.2% (83/101) and 98% (199/203) respectively with 
positive and negative predictive values of 95.4% (83/87) and 91.7% 
(199/217) . Male urethral swab culture is more sensitive than FPU EIA; 
however, when culture is not available then FPU offers a reliable 
non-invasive alternative to swab EIA which may be of enormous benefit 
in community screening of asymptomatic as well as symptomatic 
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In this study, the authors used amplified enzyme-linked immunoassay 
(IDEIA Chlamydia test) on urine samples of 623 male patients 
attending a sexually transmitted disease clinic. They compared the 
results with routine urethral cell culture isolation, which showed a 
sensitivity and specificity of 72.6% and 98.6%, respectively. The 
sensitivity was significantly higher (79.7%) in patients with clinical 
evidence of urethritis as compared with those without such evidence 
(59%) . The use of first-catch, early-morning urine may improve the 
sensitivity of the test. 
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Journal 
English 

A simple, reproducible method for determining the antibiotic susceptibility 
of chlamydial isolates is described. Min. inhibitory and lethal 
concns. (MICs and MLCs) were determined for tetracycline and erythromycin 
titrated against a recent clin. isolate of C. trachomatis in McCoy 
cell cultures. A fluorescent antibody stain was more 

sensitive than giemsa staining, generally giving 2-fold higher values 
for both MICs and MLCs. 
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